
A COMMUNITY OF LIFE
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SAN PATRIGNANO

OVER 40 YEARS OF 
RECOVERY AND PREVENTION
SAN PATRIGNANO IS A 

HOME, A FAMILY FOR YOUNG 

MEN AND WOMEN WITH 

DRUG RELATED PROBLEMS, 

WHERE THEY ARE GIVEN 

THE CHANCE TO TAKE BACK 

CONTROL OF THEIR LIVES 

THROUGH A PATHWAY OF 

ALTRUISM, RESPECT, DIGNITY 

AND RESPONSIBILITY.
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SAN PATRIGNANO

San Patrignano is a recovery community for individuals 
struggling with drug use disorders and social exclusion.  
It’s a home and family that welcomes, free-of-charge, 
young people who have lost their way and need to 
reconnect with their self-esteem, dignity, responsibility 
and enthusiasm for life.

It’s a place of values where individuals trying to make 
sense of their lives can rebuild their identity and a future 
built on solid foundations like honesty, hard work, self-
respect, respect for others, solidarity and interaction. 
At San Patrignano they are offered help in good faith by 
people who don’t judge, they just walk with you.

It’s a desire for individual growth that enables anyone 
who so desires to go back into education and continue 
to degree level, to obtain a professional qualification, 
to reclaim a trade working in the arts or get vocational 
training in the crafts industry, to gain a skill that taps into 
personal abilities.

It’s a community of life where those welcomed into it can 
find new direction along a pathway of recovery which is 
also one of love. It is free for the people coming to it, for 
them and their families, because love is a gift. 

It’s a new life for families who are suffering and who find 
comfort and support in the expert and reliable guidance 
of the Community and its staff. 

It’s a community at peace with the natural world, a place in 
which to build a new sustainable environmental culture, 
to safeguard green spaces, a community dedicated to 
sustainable agriculture and devoted to animal welfare.

SINCE 1978

26.000more than

young people welcomed free of charge

800
young people currently in the Community

4.000

 by rehabilitation programs aimed at full 
recovery and social and labor reintegration

years of prison sentences replaced  

72%
the young people who do not relapse into addiction 

in the three years after program completion 
(Bologna, Pavia and Urbino university research)

It’s a commitment to building a better society through 
the WeFree prevention project which has reached out 
to students across Italy and established national and 
international events focusing on addiction and problems 
affecting youth.
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SAN PATRIGNANO

THE DRUG EMERGENCY

Comparison with Europe

Italy is the third highest user in europe of cannabis 
and opioid and the forth one of cocaine;

(*EMCDDA 2021)

Emergency in Italy 
16,2 bilions of euros 

for the purchase of narcotics  
of which 32% cocaine and 39% cannabis.  

(*2021 Report to the italian Parliament)

drugs and young people

26% of students have used drugs in their lives 
1,9% of students use drugs at least 10 times a month

91%  is a poly drug user 
(*Relazione al Parlamento sulle Tossicodipendenze 2021)

the gambling problem 
More than 5 milion italians are regular gamblers, 

1 milion and 300thousand are pathological gamblers.  
(*Osservatorio Nomisma 2021)

A NEW ALARM
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SAN PATRIGNANO’S ANSWER

SAN PATRIGNANO

A human-centred approach

The program is tailor-made for every 
individual welcomed into the Community. 

Everyone is guaranteed psychological, 
medical and legal support. The rules 
of  community life are those of civil 

coexistence, showing respect for oneself, 
for others and for the environment.

Vocational training and study

All young men and women are 
included in a training area in which 

the professional activities offered 
represent an effective means 

of rehabilitation. On top of this, 
all members of the Community 
can learn a trade that will help 

them when they reintegrate into 
society. All residents are offered 
the opportunity to pick up their 

education where they left off, 
whatever the level, in a way that 

doesn’t interfere with their 
recovery journey.

Interpersonal relationships 
Individual growth comes 

from daily interaction 
with educators and fellow 

program members. No 
young man or woman is 
ever left alone, they are 
involved in all activities 

their group is part of.
Every one of them 

identifies with the group 
and also finds his own 
identity as individual 
within it as a result of 

interpersonal relations.

Social Reintegration

All young men and women 
are supported during their 

reintegration into society. During 
their time at San Patrignano, 
they are helped to reconnect 

with their families and, together 
with their educators, also build a 
pathway back into employment.

Free time

Sport and the arts are vital 
educational tools during 

the recovery program. 
Young men and women can 

take part in a sport in the 
Community and compete 
in official leagues against 

external teams. An array of 
arts activities are offered, 

from theatre to dance and 
music.

Target

The Community accepts people with substance use 
disorders without discrimination on the grounds of 
gender, age, social class or faith. It has two centres 

for young people, one for teenage boys and one for 
girls. Access is also possible to recovery in alternative 

sentencing programs. 
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SAN PATRIGNANO

At San Patrignano, prevention means education, the 
ability to live life independently, responsibly, and free 
from dependencies of any kind. The WeFree prevention 
project was born out of the daily experience with young 
people in the Community and aims to promote healthy 
lifestyles and ways of having fun that does not rely on 
excesses and substance use.

WEFREE, THE COMMUNITY’S 
PREVENTION PROJECT

IN 2022 WE MET

46.500
people, of whom

41.985
students

2.935
teachers

1.580
parents and educational community

The project targets young people aged 11 to 19 as well 
as their parents, educators and teachers. All activities 
are built around the first-hand accounts of young people 
who have been through drug addiction themselves and 
are coming out the other side. They tell their stories in 
theatrical performances and debates which tour Italy or 
in discussions when schools visit the Community.

For further information: 

info@wefree.it 

www.wefree.it
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SAN PATRIGNANO

A COMMUNITY THAT CREATES VALUE

San Patrignano is of great value 
to those who rely on its method 
and for society as a whole. The 
Community felt it would be 
useful to quantify how effective 
its programs are, in terms of the 
numbers of people helped and 
the economic impact on society.

benefits and savings generated by the Community in 2021

1.733.659 euro

Total income of young people 
reintegrated into society thanks 

to the profession learned 
in the Community

3.228.456 euro

Money saved by the Italian State for 
young people serving their alternative 

prison sentences in the Community.

13.810.129euro

Payments not received by  
San Patrignano from the Italian State 
for the recovery programs provided to 

young people over the age of 18

2,72 euro

return to society

for every euro invested 
in San Patrignano 



DO YOU NEED HELP?

San Patrignano has made welcoming and solidarity the cor-
nerstone of its commitment. If you need help for yourself, 
a family member or a friend, contact the Community right 
away on +39 0541 362111 or write to help@sanpatrigna-
no.org. For more information, visit our website www.san-
patrignano.org and go to the “Do you need help?” section. 

To make a donation from abroad 
https://donation.sanpatrignano.com/
or international bank transfer 
IBAN IT89H0100524200000000002827 
Swift BNLIITRR

San Patrignano has always hosted young people of other 
nationalities, there are currently  80 in the Community. Wel-
comed free of charge, in San Patrignano they find a way of 
freeing themselves of their addiction, embarking on a long-
term residential program that is unique feature of Italian 
communities. The San Patrignano community is held up 
as an international benchmark in how to tackle drug use 
disorders, in particular its recovery and social reintegration 
programs. Recognized since 1997 by the United Nations 
as an NGO with consultative status on drugs and social 
issues, San Patrignano actively collaborates with UNODC, 
the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, and with the European 
Commission as one of the 45 European organizations se-
lected to the Civil Society Forum on Drugs in Brussels. Every 
year, the Community hosts delegations from government, 
civil society and universities, offering them the opportu-
nity to take part in workshops to learn its methodology. 
To learn more, go to www.sanpatrignano.org

THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR SUPPORT

via San Patrignano 53 • 47853 Coriano (RN) - Italy
tel. +39 0541 362111 

www.sanpatrignano.org • info@sanpatrignano.org

A CROSS-BORDER COMMITMENT

@
 C

h
ri

s 
Te

rr
y 

20
18


